A Research Journal on Qur’anic Knowledge 2 ATU
Vol. 14, No.53, Summer 2023, P 41-72 ‘
rigk.atu.ac.ir Opd

DOI: 10.22054/RJQK.2304.2811

A Research on the Epistemic Layers of the Quran, the
Levels of Understanding of the Audience and the Extent
of Benefiting from the Quranic Guidance based on the
Verses and Narrations

Assistant Professor, Islamic Sciences and Culture

Mahdi Najibi |‘ Research Institute, Qom, Iran

Abstract

The upcoming research has been written by adopting the combined
narrative-argumentative research method as well as descriptive-
analytical data processing and library-software collection of written
materials. The author while referring to the layers of ontology and
epistemology of the Quran, explains in detail the epistemic layers of
the Qur'an, and in addition to distinguishing between understanding
the Qur'an and benefiting from the guidance of the Qur'an, addressing
the special target groups of the Qur'an's epistemic layers, as well as
their levels of knowledge and the extent of their benefit from the
Qur'anic truths and its guidance; and the methods of achieving that
knowledge have been stated. This is done through the classification of
verses and the examination of their apparent meanings and
interpretations. In the following, in the first place, based on traditions,
he classified the layers of Quranic knowledge into four main levels
(appearance, interiority, limit, and knowledge) and in the next stage,
by differentiating between the general audience of the Qur'an
(including the guided, the misguided, the angry and the oppressed)
and the guided by the Qur'an (Muslims, believers, the pious and the
pure); he has explained the characteristics of each of them based on
the verses and traditions in terms of the depth of beliefs, adherence to
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Islamic jurisprudence and moral rules, and proximity to the truth, and
has explained the level of benefit specific to each group of Quranic
guidance.
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Quran, those guided by the Quran, the levels of Quranic guidance.
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Introduction

There are two approaches to examining the status of “justice”
concerning verses about women. The first approach is the
interpretation of the Shiites who consider justice to be the principles
of religion and Nafs al-Amri issue. The fair and wise text of the Qur'an
has been revealed by God to the Prophet, so the difference regarding
the laws and gender roles mentioned in the verses is also fair to men
and women.

The difference in gender identity, social and family roles, is based
on the two factors of common human identity, and the biological and
gender differences between men and women. Shiite thinkers describe
the existence of a common human identity and different sexual and
gender identities as the most important necessity of human life, which
not only causes no oppression of either of the two genders, but also
skillfully expresses the suitability of development (Takvin) and the
law (Sharia’) for the human life in this world.

In this approach, the same human identity, on the one hand,
causes the similarity in creation, expediencies, rights and duties, the
punishment and reward for both sexes. On the other hand, biological
identity and distinct characteristics of each sex demand different
expediencies for them in all individual, family, and social dimensions
in the field of rights and duties.

Therefore, adopting a fair divine position requires considering
these developmental differences in the field of applying law and is the
real justice. The feminist approach, like most feminists, defines justice
as equality between the two sexes and considers it as equality. Due to
their interest in Islam, they desire to find the Qur'an's method of
dealing with women justly, and on the other hand to reject the
traditional interpretations of the hierarchy in family roles and from the
seemingly patriarchal verses of the Qur'an can infer equality between
men and women, and offer different justifications such as historical
contextualization, monotheistic schema, in-text method.

They try to interpret and expound the verses in a way that reflects
the fair and equal attitude of the Qur'an between men and women, and
if for some reason they cannot prove equality between men and
women in the Quran, in various ways like noticing the historical
context of that time, they consider the points of differences as the
Quran's gradual movement towards justice for women in different
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ways, such as in the light of attention.

In order to reach the turning point of recognizing the difference
between the two approaches and criticizing "feminist readings", the
difference in the definition of justice and its foundation on the
principle of differences between the two sexes in setting laws should
be addressed. In other words, the central point of difference between
these two approaches is the realization of justice between the two
sexes based on "equality in rights" or "differences in rights™ based on
a person's qualifications. Although the principle of justice in family
law goes back to gender differences, the impact of the time
requirements on rights based on differences should be carefully
considered.

Therefore, the views concerning equality between men and
women by women Quran interpreters cannot be accepted simply
because of the historical context of the time of the revelation of the
verses as well as the rapid changes of modernity. And also due to the
changes of time, some changes in the position of women cannot be
denied. Therefore, in any issue concerning the rights of the two sexes,
the requirements of time are considered by the criterion of justice
based on gender differences.

Literature Review

Regarding justice in inter-sex relations from the perspective of
feminine commentators no specific studies have been carried out,
although this has been studied in a few books and articles. For
example, the book “A Dialogue between Islam and Feminism” by
Mohsen Badreh (2016) examines the views of new thinker women.
However, this article especially focuses on the discussion of justice in
the views of these scholars and compared them to Islamic thinkers.

Methodology

The present article, using an analytical-comparative-critical method,
focuses on discussing justice as an interpretive basis in the works of
contemporary Shiite scholars and comparing it with feminist readings.

Conclusion

The issue of justice and how it affects Muslims' reading of the Holy
Qurian has been one of the long-standing issues of Muslims'
discussions and reflections. In the last century, this issue has become a
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special phenomenon in the field of reading the relations between the
two sexes in terms of the family and society from the perspective of
the Holy Qur'an, in a way that one of the main foundations of modern
feminist readings of the Holy Qur'an is the reliance on justice as a
theological basis.

The concern of Muslim female new thinkers about justice and
removing male-oriented readings from the Qur'an has caused what
they present as a condemnation of femininity and the second-class
status of women in traditional interpretations to be known as a result
of the centrality of hadiths in the interpretation of the Holy Qur'an, the
human errors of the commentators, and not considering the gradual
approach of the Quran to reform the society towards equality. In some
cases, by saying "no" to literal meanings, they try to adopt a more
balanced approach in understanding Quranic meanings based on new
standards of justice, or by reading the Quran as a "cultural product”,
they believe in the reader's "reading the text in the historical horizon™,

On the other hand, some Shia jurisprudence, by accepting the
difference between the two sexes while having the same human
identity, consider justice in adopting appropriate approaches to gender
differences in the form of rights and duties appropriate to each gender
in the individual, family and social spheres in order to achieve the
individual's salvation guarantee comprehensively. In fact, both of
them consider the authority of God and His justice in the laws, but
modern women thinkers consider justice towards women to be equal,
and Shiite thinkers believe in meritorious justice.

Therefore, one of the main points of difference between female
readings and Shia readings is the definition of the concept of justice.
From the point of view of Muslim new thinker women, justice means
fairness and impartiality, which should be considered in all aspects of
the relationship between men and women, and for this reason, they try
to read the verses in ways that are compatible with equality.
According to the concept of justice in the Shiite language (attribution
of every right to its rightful owner) and in terms of developmental
differences, all the verses of the Qur'an are fair and do not contain
discriminatory, patriarchal, misogynist, and unfair interpretations.

This means that the governing laws between the two sexes and
the distribution of distinct rights and duties in the Qur'an are due to the
developmental differences between them, and the establishment of
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justice for each of the men and women, having their own rules, is to
actualize the different talents that are placed in each of them. Finally,
with the conflicting relationship of right and duty, there is a balance
and obligation of rights and duties between the two sexes. Feminist
thoughts can be criticized using this basis.
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